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7 Trips to Book for Summer, From a
Botswana Safari to a Brazilian Pride
celebration

7. St. Barths

St.Barths is a staple of the festive season, a place to celebrate Christmas in a dry-clean-only bikini. Pause

for a moment, though, and opt for an alternative reason to visit this party-centric island.

More than half the land here is designated as a green zone, which means it can’t be used for construction.
This translates to huge swathes of hike-friendly land and surprisingly less-trafficked beaches. Le Colombier,
for example, which is only accessible on foot, offers superb snorkeling off its white-sand beach (the
mansion overlooking the bay, now largely unused, was built by David Rockefeller). The three-mile-long trail
to Gouverneur Beach on the south side is more bracing but rewards you with a superb spot to take a dip—

and don’t worry about wetting that bikini, as this is one of the rare clothing-optional spots on the island.
Where to stay
* Book now: Eden Rock St. Barths

The OG luxury hotel here was carved out from the onetime home of pioneering aviator Rémy de Haenen,

whose Hollywood connections helped establish its early cachet (Greta Garbo was one of his guests).
How to get to St. Barths

Nervous fliers, take note: The short, awkwardly situated runway at the airport on the island makes it viable
for pro-level pilots only, and the descent can be nail-biting. If you'd like to sample it yourself, charter
specialist Tradewind offers service from Anguilla, Antigua, St. Thomas, and San Juan in Puerto Rico.

Otherwise, fly into St. Maarten and take the breezy, 45-minute ferry across.
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