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Le Village has been hosting visitors since the 1960s.

Things

you won’ t see

on St. Bart

St. Jean Beach is the most popular on St. Barts.
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is because the island caters to an up-
scale clientele who can afford things
like $20,000-a-night stays in posh
villas.

The story of how St. Barts be-
came the so-called “St. Moritz of the
Caribbean” goes back to the mid-
1950s, when the tiber-wealthy Rocke-
feller and Rothschild families discov-
ered the centuries-old charm of the
island’s British-Swedish-French co-
lonial heritage. Couple that with its
laidback ambiance, friendly locals
and (at the time) cheap land, and this
was just the spot to build million-dol-
lar estates overlooking St. Barts’ vir-
gin beaches.

‘Word of this tropical bonanza soon
got out, and the world’s glitterati be-
gan beating paths to the island. One
report compared the stampede to “a
Caribbean gold rush, including pan-
ners who turned scores of the little
red-roofed homes dotting the island’s
hillsides into lush villas and boutique
hotels”

Today, they’re the homes away
from homes for the worlds silky set,
from land barons, oil titans, hi-tech
CEOs and other corporate moguls to
people who sit on thrones back home
to Oscar-winning movie stars to A-
list rockers and rappers of the likes of
Paul McCartney, Sting, Beyonce, Jay-
Z and Jon Bon Jovi.

Perhaps this blurb from the is-
sums up today’s scene on St. Barts:
“Russian billionaire Roman Abramov-
ich is flying the Black Eyed Peas out
to perform at a New Year’s Eve par-
ty at his lavish ($90 million) estate on
St. Barts.”

There are about 30 hotels on
the island with a total of some 600
rooms. As you might guess, their tabs
are pretty hefty. At the tony, 12-room
Tom Beach Hotel, for example, peak i
season (December-April) rates — con- e ’
verted from euros to U.S. dollars - run s —
from about $600 a night to a little Guests tan up at the Tom Beach Hotel.
over $900. Off-season, nightly prices
tumble to around $430 to $660.

Built to please St. Barts’ partic-
ular breed of visitors, the island is
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Edn Rck Hotel is an island landmark. Homes and villas dot the hillsies.




